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FOGHORN
Jackson Park Yacht Club of Chicago
Coming Up:

RV – Strictly Sail Show @ McCormick Place
Winter Work Party – January 24th
Potluck Super Bowl Sunday – Feb 1st

Happy New Year!

The Bridge
Commodore
Jimmy Webb
Vice Commodore
Karen Harris
Rear Commodore
Jan Hansen

...........
Bryan Finnegan
Membership
Ricarda Sanders
Recording Secretary
Anne Marie Miles
Treasurer
Paul Thompson III
Immediate Past Commodore

Keep up with current events by visiting our website.
http://www.jacksonparkyachtclub.org

6400 South Promontory Drive
(across from LaRabia Children’s Hospital)
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Fantastic Christmas Party, with a great turnout. Even our new members from St. Louis
drove up! See more pics on our website.

All Mast Are Welcomed
If you’re looking for a place to step your
mast, JPYC is the spot. The stepping rate
for non-JPYC members is $4 a foot, one
of the best deals on the lake. Boats up to
42’ have pulled up to the gin pole.
Appointments are required. To make
your appointment call JPYC at
773.683.5522

Join or visit JPYC
Interested in Racing?
Call or email Janet
773-233-5520
jankh74@yahoo.com
www.jacksonparkyachtclub.org

JPYC members are proud of our club and
enjoy having boaters from other clubs
come visit and swap some ‘yarns’. Here’s
how to find us:
6400 S. Promontory Drive
Chicago, IL 60649
773.684.5522
http://www.jacksonparkyachtclub.org
Long.41.46.50 – Lat. 87.34.42

Ship’s Store: Order Forms will be available online.
OR use forms on Ship’s Store counter.
All orders must be PAID FOR IN ADVANCE!
NOTE:

Contact Cherie Parker at:
cherpark93@aol.com
815.347.1977

Please be sure to keep the North Door to the club closed and locked (with the deadbolt) at all times.
There have been some incidents of theft and the North Door seems to be the cause. Please use the South
2
Door when entering or exiting the club.
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Striking Lightning Facts
An analysis of 10 years of lightning claims
reveals which boats are most at risk.
By Beth A. Leonard
…When people get struck, it seems to be random. Yes, men get struck more
than women (82 percent of lightning fatalities from 1995 to 2008 were men
according to Popular Science), but that's only because men spend more time
outdoors and won't stop what they're doing for a little lightning. No one has
yet suggested that tall people get struck more than short ones, or blondes are
more at risk than brunettes. The same cannot be said for boats. The data
shows that when it comes to lightning, not all boats are created equal.
Certain boats are significantly more at risk than others. So which boats get
hit, in which parts of the country, and how badly?

Which Boats?

Table 1. The probability of a lightning
strike by type of boat, 2003–2013
Type of Boat
Multihull Sailboat
Monohull Sailboat
Trawler/Motoryacht
All – Overall Average
Bass Boat, Runabout, Pontoon Boat

Chances per 1,000
6.9
3.8
1.5
0.9
0.1

Photo: Eunice Lyle

At Jack Lyle’s November birthday
party.with Art Smith’s daughter ,
Heather and new grandson, Ethan.

While any boat can be hit — BoatUS Marine Insurance has even had some lightning
claims for personal watercraft — lightning is most likely to go for that tall, tree-like
metal pole sticking straight up toward the sky. The taller the better. That's why
sailboats have significantly more lightning claims than powerboats (Table 1), and
almost certainly why larger boats have more lightning claims than smaller ones
(Table 2) — overall size is closely correlated to mast height, which is probably
what really matters here. And as far as lightning is concerned, two hulls are better
than one. Multihull sailboats are almost twice as likely to have a lightning claim as
monohulls. But that's only true if that big, pointy thing is in the middle of the boat.
The frequency of pontoon boat lightning claims is well below the average.
(Continued)
Photo: Deb Farino

PARKING LOT— As most members/boaters know by now, the
entrance gates to the parking lot will remain as in the summer
months. You must have your parking pass to get into the lot.

Yes, these guys came in off of the
lake, Saturday, January 10th,
pushing the boat along the ice in
unison.

PARKING: As a reminder the parking is being strictly enforced this year. You must use your key card when accessing
the parking lot EVEN IF THE ARM IS UP and again when exiting EVEN IF THE ARM IS UP. If you do not use
your key card when you enter and the arm is subsequently closed while you are parked you will not be able to
get out unless you had used your key card when you entered.
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Supporting Our Galley
Deb Farino-Stranc- Galley Committee

Weekend Brunch:
Saturdays and Sundays 9 2pm $12 per adult - $6
children 11 and under
Lunch: The galley will
prepare a lunch for your
weekend sail $6 per person
Wednesday Dinner: Prior
to races. $6 for sandwiches,
$10 for burgers and hotdogs

Lightning Strikes (continued)
According to Martin Uman of the University of Florida's Lightning Research
Group, the average lightning bolt is an inch wide and five miles long. On the face
of it, it seems unlikely that 20 or 30 feet more height — roughly the difference
between the mast on a 35-foot and 45-foot sailboat — would almost triple the odds
of the boat being hit. But understanding how the electrical charge that passes
through a lightning bolt moves between the clouds and the ground makes lightning
seem just a bit less capricious.

Saturday Dinner: Dinner
starts 6:30pm until 8:30 $15 Members can use prepaid vouchers along with
cash.

Table 2. The probability of a lightning strike by size of boat, 2003–2013

Type of Boat
0-15 Feet
16–25 Feet
26–39 Feet
40–64 Feet

Chances per 1,000
0
0.2
2.1
6

READ MORE:
http://www.boatus.com/seaworthy/magazine/2015/january/lightning-facts.asp

Thanks to new associate member, Deb Grant (Purple Reigns) for the
new connections for our new DVD that has been dormant for four
years. The odd connectors were purchased from Ebay. Movie night
will resume when the weather ‘breaks’. Consult the website HOME
page, scroll down to ‘Friday Night Movie’. To view the movie to be
shown, you must have the User ID and Password.
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Don’t forget to visit us
on FACEBOOK!
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ARTICLE FROM BOATUS—

Remanufactured Engines
The most fundamental component of an engine is its block; a heavy, one-piece casting. Internal
parts like pistons and crankshafts are likely to need replacement along with the block itself, so
assembly is best done in a clean, well-equipped shop. There are large, state-of-the-art shops that
specialize in “remanufacturing” most makes and models. PMC of Largo, Florida, has a huge
inventory of engines it supplies to repairers and dealers. Jasper Engines and Transmissions in Jasper,
Indiana,sells remanufactured engines to individual boaters at its 32 locations.
According to most experts, one of these remanufactured engines is comparable to a factory-new engine and they may even
have similar warranties. Several degrees of remanufacture are available.
Short Blocks. Very few engines that need to be replaced are completely shot. Components such as the carburetor, manifolds,
starter, head, alternator, etc.—called “bolt-ons” by mechanics— may be usable or at least capable of being reconditioned. Your
mechanic or a marine surveyor can help you decide which parts from your old engine can be bolted on to your new engine.
The more bolt-ons you use, the more money you’ll save. A “short block” includes most of the critical moving parts and is a
good choice when some internal parts failed, but the rest of the engine is relatively new. One note of caution: using heads,
manifolds, etc. from your old engine makes it more likely that there could be a warranty dispute, should the engine fail.
Long Blocks. The next step up the spending scale is the “long block,” which is a short block with the addition of the head and
intake manifold. Installation includes bolting on a few parts like carburetor, starter, and alternator from your old engine. A boat
can have a new engine relatively quickly with less skilled labor. And since most critical parts have already been installed on a
long block, there is less chance of a warranty dispute, should the engine fail.
If the old engine has considerable hours and wear, the valves sound like a troupe of tap dancers, oil is weeping here and there,
the manifolds have not been changed in years, and the pumps and carburetor are shot, it may be wise to opt for a new engine.
This includes all major external components, ready to hook up and run, but without a transmission. (There is seldom need to
replace a transmission.) Be sure to get a “marinized”—marine—engine. There are differences, including significant safety
differences, and while a non-marinized engine might seem like a bargain, it may not be up to the more hostile marine
environment.
Prices on new engines vary, and one former dealer told us that dealers work on a 20 to 30% margin. Don’t be afraid to shop
around for the best price.
Replacing an outboard engine presents somewhat more limited choices. Outboards are more difficult to rebuild, requiring
special training and tools. However, factory authorized remanufactured “powerheads” (the outboard equivalent of a short
block with heads) are available through some remanufacturers and most outboard dealers at a substantial savings over the new
unit. Prices on new outboards can vary widely, especially on larger models. One BOAT/U.S. Member in Florida, to cite one
example, reported paying $8,900 for a 150 HP outboard after being quoted $10,500 for exactly the same model by her marina.
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The Club relies on volunteers for the many
tasks needed to keep the Club operating
efficiently and to keep dues at a reasonable
level. There is one full-time employee,
supplemented with part-time help as
needed. The board of directors is elected at
the annual meeting in December, and there
are many committees to plan and execute
the events which make for an enjoyable
year. All members are encouraged to help
with the governance. and operation of the

"If you are a member, you ARE a volunteer!"
—Past Commodore, Mary Avellone

The ABC’s of JPYC (cont’d)
Mast storage is available to members in good standing for $25 per season.
Membership categories are defined in the By-Laws.

JANUARY 2015

Committee Chairs:
Ken Harris, Entertainment
Pam Rice, Foghorn | Web
Deb Farino-Stranc, Galley
Russ Fouts, House, Grounds & Landscape
Edmond Gueringer, IT
Bryan Finnegan, Membership
Cherie Parker, Ship Store
Dennis Hansen, Fleet Captain
Dennis Hansen, Racing
Johann Hudson, Safety & Security
Johann Hudson, Youth Sailing Committee
Paul Thompson III, Strategic Initiatives
Kathy King, The Kid’s Committee
Laura Beck, Small Keel Boat Chair
Ann Dillenback, Club Coordinator

WOW save 50%
with BoatUS!
…the best insurance!

MORF, Midwest Open Racing Fleet (See Jan Hansen); information on
Bulletin board.
Mooring Permits are available from the CPD Marine Division (Westrec).
Permit stickers must be affixed to your boat to avoid a fine. Questions
should be directed to the Harbormaster.
Oar Storage is located on the north and south sides of the Clubhouse, on a
first come basis for the season.
Opening Day Ceremonies for JPYC are on the Sunday before Memorial
Day.
Opening Day for the Harbor is unofficially April 15th, (your mooring may
not be in place), and officially May 15th.
Parking in the lot is available on a first come basis to all JPOH boaters with
entry pass
Phone numbers for the Clubhouse are 773-684-5522, which rings in office.
Use phone at west door for deliveries.
Police emergencies - dial 911.
Questions? Contact Club Officers, Committee Chairs, the Club Manager.
Racing: see CSYOA, LMSRF Area III, MORF; information on Bulletin
Board.
Saturday Night Socials are held Saturday afternoons 5:00 P.M. to 7:00
P.M., from the Saturday before Memorial Day through the month of
September. Socials are for members of JPYC and hosts are not to use
this event as a private party.

The IT Committee is a virtual team:
Edmond Gueringer is the Chair; Jim
Odel, Mike, Bryan, Pam Daryl, and
Ann Dillenback

Repreint from Yachting in
Chicago 2014 Issue

The ABC’s of JPYC (cont’d)

Sailor
Alexandria
Thompson
Makes
Headway

Mast storage is available to members in
good standing for $25 per season.
Membership categories are defined in the
By-Laws.
MORF, Midwest Open Racing Fleet (See
Jan Hansen); information on Bulletin board.

Jackson Park Yacht Club
has a notable youth sailor
named Alexandria Thompson. As a youngster, Alexandria learned
to sail with the Park District Rainbow Fleet Sailing Program and
her family at JPYC. She often taught kids to sail on the Flying
Junior sailboats. After volunteering with the Judd Goldman
program last year, she completed her US Sailing Level One
Instructor Certification and became a sailing instructor with Judd
Goldman this year. Alexandria completed her second Mac this past
summer where she drove the boat across the finish line.
For fun she still sails the Flying Js at JPYC, but most of her
experience last summer was on adaptive boats (Sonars and
Freedoms) as well as her family boat, a Beneteau Oceanis 381.
Alexandria is a senior at the University of Chicago Laboratory
High School. She wants to be a psychiatrist and is planning on
sailing at the college level.

NEW — Club Rental Fees
Up to 20 people $100
Up to 30 people $150
Up to 40 people $200
Up to 50 people $250
Up to 60 people $300
Up to 70 people $350

A charge of $50 for the use of the
galley and/or the downstairs
grill. All new members must
have their sponsoring member or
a member that has longer than
one year of membership host a
party. The host would be the
responsible party in the event
that the steward is unable to
attend.

Mooring Permits are available from the
CPD Marine Division (Westrec). Permit
stickers must be affixed to your boat to avoid
a fine. Questions should be directed to the
Harbormaster.
Oar Storage is located on the north and
south sides of the Clubhouse, on a first come
basis for the season.
Opening Day Ceremonies for JPYC are on
the Sunday before Memorial Day.
Opening Day for the Harbor is unofficially
April 15th, (your mooring may not be in
place), and officially May 15th.
Parking in the lot is available on a first come
basis to all JPOH boaters with entry pass
Phone numbers for the Clubhouse are 773684-5522, which rings in office. Use phone
at west door for deliveries.
Racing: see CSYOA, LMSRF Area III,
MORF; information on Bulletin Board.
Saturday Night Socials are held Saturday
afternoons 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M., from the
Saturday before Memorial Day through the
month of September. Socials are for
members of JPYC and hosts are not to use
this event as a private party.
Security at the Club is a responsibility for
all members since this is your Clubhouse,
your home away from home. Keep the
Clubhouse doors closed at all times. Do not
admit anyone who you don't recognize as
belonging on the premises without
establishing a legitimate reason for doing so.
Ask, in a friendly manner, how you may
help strangers. This will prevent intrusions
and may lead to establishing friendships.

Membership applications are always available online. Updates Coming.

