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Hazy and Crazed from Alcohol:
Adventures with Engines
Mary Avellone, Immediate Past Commodore

My boat, purchased from Port Henry NY on
Lake Champlain, has always been in fresh
water. Its original home port was Oswego, NY
on Lake Ontario. Though it was 30 years old
when I bought it, it had never had a water
separator or fuel filter apart from the little
screen in its mechanical fuel pump. I installed a
Racor filter, and more recently a polishing filter
between the fuel pump and carb. I celebrated
with a beer.

antifreeze from bypassing a block with a cold
open thermostat. Accordingly, I block the
bypass, and shut the raw water intake off. I had
installed a T valve, so I run the engine, and the
water pump sucks antifreeze out of the bucket
through the strainer into the engine until it goes
out the exhaust, when I quickly stop the engine.
Then it’s time to have a beer with my crew who
brought the boat down the river.
The spring following the first year of using the
water strainer, in honor of the new season, I
had a little swig of cold vodka left aboard over
the winter. I then noticed that strainer’s cup
was hazy, even opaque, and crazed on the inner
surface, as if coated with thin white paint that
cracked. No one I asked knew the reason, or
whether its integrity might be compromised.
This was important because the boat could sink
if it failed. I returned it to my West man who
gladly gave me another clear cup.

It also never had a raw water strainer. When I
consulted my friendly West Marine man, he
said it was quite OK to use a small plastic $30
one with a clear plastic cup, though it was not
designed for engines. I liked clear. I would be
able to see when it needed a cleanout. He had
one on his boat, he said. Price was right, so I
bought and installed it. It protected my
engine’s water jacket from interesting green
growth and zebra mussels. Again I
congratulated myself with a beverage.

I spoke to the manufacturer’s technician.
Together we solved the problem: It was
alcohol! I had forgotten that antifreeze has
alcohol. It had reacted with the plastic
weakening the cup. The same would happen to
the new cup unless alcohol did not touch its
lips. The new cup did have a little sticker on it
saying “Not for use with alcohol.” I thought it

I also winterize the engine myself. When I get
the boat to the yard, before the Rentners pull it
out, I first drain the engine, water lift, etc. of
water, and then reinsert the drain plugs. (Take a
guess what I have done and why I added that
last phrase.) Alpha Ray Thompson warned me
to remove my thermostat, or otherwise stop
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was for someone who might try to use it in
making white lightnin’ or something. I learned
there is only one manufacturer of the little clear
cups, and it supplies all brands of the small raw
water strainers on the market (Groco, Perko,
etc.).
The little strainers are not meant for below
waterline use. The clear plastic containers in

the bronze water strainer for engine use are
made of a thicker stronger proprietary plastic
that can hold its alcohol. So, for more than
three times the cost of the first one, I bought
online the smallest Groco bronze raw water
strainer available, installed it, and had a beer
without worry of getting hazy or crazed.

CHICAGO SAILING ASSN
CELEBRATES our own JACK LYLE
YACHTSMAN of the YEAR – SAIL
The Chicago Yachting Association in cooperation with US Sailing will have a "Yachting Celebration" on
Saturday, December 10th at the Chicago Yacht Club - Monroe Station, Chicago Yacht Club (400 E.
Monroe Street. Time: 7pm to 10 pm. Attire: business casual attire (jacket required). The cost is $45.00
per person. You don't want to miss this.

Jack Lyle, Nightwatch, will be recognized as Yachtsman of the Year.

Come and ‘represent!’

Reserve by email at:
chicagoyachting@aol.com.
Reservation confirmed when you send the check. Checks only accepted. Send checks(no credit cards)
to:
Chicago Yachting Association
3726 N Odell Avenue
Chicago, IL 60634
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Sounds of the Islands

By Jane Leuthold (Optimality)

Saturday, June 18th, marked the first JPYC party of the summer. A beautiful evening rewarded
party goers with Island weather Chicago style. Andrea Dillon and her staff from Bon Manger
served a delicious Island themed dinner of jerk chicken and catfish, plantains, beans and rice,
salad and dessert.
The energetic Caribbean inspired music of the Dr Jasper Caribbean King Island Band drew diners
down to the lawn for listening and dancing. Thanks to Ken Harris, Entertainment, for organizing
the event and to Karen Harris, Membership, for greeting and ticket sales. The Island Party was
a great start to the summer season at Jackson Park Yacht Club.

Ken Harris

Dr Jasper Caribbean King Island Band

Wendy Graves

Andrea Dillon of Bon Manger

Tess Garner
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PARTY Carribean—PARTY Blues

Eunice Jackson-Lyle and friend Joan

Bill and Iris Bestow

Bart Hoglund and Eunice Jackson-Lyle

JYPC CALENDAR thru DECEMBER 2011
November 19 Christmas Ship Cruise
December 3 JYPC Meeting/Awards/Dinner
December 10 CYA Yachting Celebration
ONGOING – FRIDAY NIGHT MOVIES
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Burgee BOOGIE

Steve Pittman, Vice Commodore accepts burgee from member of Carter Lake Sailing Club in Colorado

Royal Cape
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5

Blues Fest 2011

By Jane Leuthold (Optimality)

Wesley (Smitty) Smith and Eunice Jackson-Lyle took top honors
in the steppin’ at the Jackson Park 2011 Blues Fest. Bluesman
Shorty Mack and his band led an energetic evening of dancing
and fun. The well-attended event kicked off on Saturday July 9th
with a catered dinner featuring several dinner selections ranging
from steak or spicy salmon to veggie burger.
Other steppers included Ron and Ausra Padalino, Tony and
Phyllis Pecelunas, Bob and Jan Craven, Jay Rzechula, Isaac and
Ava Stanley, Daryl Jones, and Ray and Jane Leuthold. Shorty
Mack and his band played at the Chicago Blues Fest in Grant
Park last May and can currently be heard at Lee’s Unleaded
Blues 7401 S Chicago Ave. Thanks to Entertainment Chair Ken
Harris for arranging this fun event.

Jan Craven and Eunice Jackson-Lyle

Jane and Ray Leuthold
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Ava and Isaac Stanley

Out of the Fog

By Jane Leuthold (Optimality)
“Out of the Fog” is the ever vigilant gossip column of the Jackson
Park Yacht Club. It is dedicated to exposing in a gentle and
hopefully humorous fashion the exploits of our Club members. To
protect the identity of the innocent, only first initials are used.
You have heard the age-old advice to boaters, “One hand for the
Replica of the Nina in a Fog
ship.” One Club member confused this advice and instead reserved
one foot for the ship. Unfortunately, his other foot remained on
the dock as dock and ship parted. Ouch. Even the first initial of this unfortunate sailor will remain a
secret.
You find everything in the bilge – dog hair, cottonwood fluff, and unmentionable gunk – but have you
ever found your cell phone there? Club member and past steward G has been seen around the Club
lately flaunting a brand new Blackberry. Ask her what happened to her old cell phone. She certainly
didn’t drop it in the bilge, did she?
The author of this gossip column is a retired economist, always interested in understanding economic
behavior. She recently observed Club Member S from C-Dock paying cash for his Sunday brunch at the
Clubhouse. When asked why he wasn’t using his pre-paid coupons, he explained that last year he ran
out of pre-paid coupons at the end of the season and he doesn’t want that to happen again this year.
Gossip Columnist J is still thinking about that.
Rumors circulated at the recent Island Party. For once it was not Gossip Columnist J being accused of
being nosy; it was Club Members D and C who accused by their mates A and J of nosiness for
questioning Club Member R. R had left on both his steaming and anchor lights despite the fact that he
was up on the lawn enjoying the party. Bravo to both D and C – there is a very fine distinction between
being nosy and being helpful. Club Member R was neither steaming nor anchored and clearly needed
help.
Over the years, the JPYC Women’s Room has acquired a
number of unique and unusual cast-offs from our
membership – a ship’s wheel with two missing handles, a
framed picture of cupid, some tall vases of artificial
flowers, a large bowl of nuts -- you name it. All these
have been topped by a member’s recent contribution, a
clipper ship lamp and clock inscribed on its base with
“Best Wishes” (pictured right). Rumor has it that we
have the good taste of Captain J, once again owner of
the Robert Smalls, to thank for this contribution to the
décor of the Women’s Room.
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GALLEY NEWS

By Deb Farino-Stranc (Two Acres)

What a season for JPYC! The board members and galley committee faced many
challenges to provide a foodservice that would satisfy our members wants, needs
and appetites. All of your critiques, suggestions, input and support were
appreciated and considered by the galley committee. Thanks to Arlis Ball for
stepping up to the JPYC Clubhouse and galley a success. She worked very hard to
provide the quality service that our members have come to appreciate. Thank
you, Arlis, for all you did to make the Galley a pleasurable place to be. Thanks to
all who did support JPYC galley this season.

End of the Season: Dreaming the Next
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