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FROM THE BRIDGE
Dennis Hansen, Commodore

Welcome to the 115th season for
Jackson Park Yacht Club. We have a new bridge
installed, myself as Commodore, Steve Pittman
as Vice Commodore and Paul Thompson as Rear
Commodore. We also would like to welcome
new officers Chris Sanders, Recording Secretary,
Karen Harris, Membership Secretary and
directors John Aquino and Gloria Fallon. I want
to thank returning Treasurer Brenda Murzyn
and returning directors Ken Harris, Deb Farino,
Jim Webb and Lisa Jewell for serving their club. I
also want to thank outgoing board members,
Past Commodore Wanda Robertson for her
many years of service and Membership
secretary Cherie Parker, Recording Secretary
Yvonne Nelson and director Nadja Aquino for
their service as well. But mostly I want to thank
our Immediate Past Commodore and
Yachtsperson of the Year, Mary Avellone for her
leadership during a very difficult two years.
As you can see if you’ve been to the
harbor, A dock has been rebuilt and 28 new
slips have been added. It is our hope that we
may have some new members from the added
boats. Westrec did not dredge our harbor this
spring but have promised a full dredging this
fall. As usual we don’t know what to expect
from them. They also intend to install a floating
head in the first north slip on D dock. Rumor
has it, the head will be installed in July. I would
doubt that as well.
We are expecting an exciting season
ahead. We have added Saturday night galley
service to go with our existing Saturday and

Sunday brunch. Unfortunately, Mario and Lila
won’t be providing service for this season. They
were experiencing issues at their restaurant and
felt they couldn’t properly fulfill our needs. We
wish them the best. In the short term, we have
contracted Andrea Dillon for the weekend
service. Please support our galley. If anyone
has ideas for the galley, please contact Deb
Farino (Two Acres), our galley chair.
We are also planning some new things
for the club: We are working on obtaining a
liquor license and will need to install a
permanent bar. Our alderman, Leslie Hairston,
is fully behind us getting a liquor license. We
are looking to relocate the office to make space
for the bar. We have purchased two patio
heaters for those cool evenings. They really
work well. We have spruced up our whaler, it
looks great, although the motor needs some
work. We are also talking about putting in a
built in barbeque pit and maybe a hot tub. We
are in the process of forming a charitable
organization affiliated with the club. This
organization, through tax deductible donations,
would benefit our junior sailing program and
any sailing school aspirations we may have. As
you can see, we have a lot of new projects in
the works as well as old ones, such as fixing
showers, finishing off the deck etc. We could
use a lot of volunteers to help us, so if you have
specific talents, please let us know. This should
be a fun year, so enjoy. Hope to see you at the
Club soon.

.
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JPYC -We Clean Up NICE
left –Al Stranc (Two Acres) puts
together patio heater. Ted Graves
(Deda’s Toy) looks on.

above --David Ward (Unknown Lady)
gets the job done

above—Jim Webb (Witch-Craft)
does locker make-over
right—Paul Thompson (Mise en
Place) paints the pull carts.
photos by David Travis (Mischief)
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Opening Day Ceremonies 2011
By Jane Leuthold (Optimality)

Jackson Park Yacht Club celebrated its 115th birthday on Sunday, May
29th. Sunny smiles of JPYC members lit the rainy day. Members
gathered at 10:30 am for a continental breakfast and then collected
upstairs for Opening Day Ceremonies.
Fleet Captain Janet Hansen emceed the ceremony, beginning with the
introduction of Commodore Dennis Hansen (photo right). Commodore
Hansen welcomed members and asked Fleet
Chaplain Harry Ferguson to give the invocation.
This was followed by the presentation of the colors
and singing of the National Anthem led by Marilyn Hoglund (photo left).
Bridge Officers placed a wreath in the harbor in memory of members who died in
the past year and in honor of the men and women serving our country in the
Armed Forces. With particular sadness, we marked the deaths of three club
members in the past year, Joe Karr and Melvin and Sylvia Griem. Commodore
Hansen remembered the help Joe provided to the club during his brief
membership and expressed sadness at the death of one so young. Past
Commodore Stan Gratt spoke a few words in memory of the Griems (see article). The
American Flag was lowered to half mast in their memory.
Leslie Hairston, 5th Ward Alderman, was welcomed and introduced. She offered her support in
addressing the Park District over harbor issues.
Fleet Chaplain Harry Ferguson blessed the fleet, Marilyn Hoglund led the singing of “God Bless America,”
and Ted Graves gave the blessing of the food.
After the ceremonies, members enjoyed a delicious lunch catered by Mario and Lila Gandarilla. Thanks
to Ken Harris for organizing the event. The fleet review was
cancelled due to the stormy weather.
Even the newest generation of JPYC members enjoyed the day,
particularly Paul, the son of Wendy and Paul Thompson, and
Macayla, the granddaughter of Rene and Dennis Raske (picture – next
generation). Upon watching the children play together, Rene
commented that we should observe the children; they have a lot
to teach us. Indeed they do.

Next Generation
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OPENING DAY CEREMONIES
left - Immediate Past Commodore
Avellone raising the colors with Vice
Commodore Steve Pittman and Past
Commodore Wanda Robertson.
lower left – Glen Miller (Miller Time)
and Marilyn Hogland (Sandpiper V)
below – Commodore Dennis and Fleet
Captain Janet Hansen (December’s Child)
photos by David Travis (Mischief)
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In Memory of Mel and Sylvia Griem

Remarks by Past Commodore Stan Gratt (Icarus) made at Opening Day
Today, in remembrance of Mel and Sylvia Griem, I would like to tell
you some things about them. Mel and Sylvia were members of JPYC
since 1973 and their son, Rob, was a steward at the Club.
Mel was very proud of being a doctor. He came from a family of
doctors and whenever he spoke about a family member, he would be
sure to add “He or she was a doctor, too.” Mel and Sylvia were on
staff at the University of Chicago. Mel was in Radiology and Sylvia was
a dermatologist.
Their membership was at a time when doctors would offer medical
advice to fellow members, asked for or not. Sylvia took notice of my
Stan Gratt
long-distance cruising with its exposure to the sun. Concerned about
the health of my skin, she made me report to the U of C for an exam.
Many of you have heard about the Raske Race, a memorial race for one of our members, Gilbert Raske,
who died young of cancer. When Mel heard about Raske’s suffering, he asked if he could help and took
over treating him with the latest medical treatment at the U of C.
Mel and Sylvia were people who were devoted to their professions and to helping their fellow man,
including JPYC members.
I was fortunate to be their friend and JPYC was fortunate to have them as members.

In Memory
It was with great sadness that we note the passing
of Bill Diana, a JPYC member for 20 years. Our
sympathy goes out to Linda and their family. We
will remember Bill fondly.
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Burgee from South Africa
by John Jackiw Associate Member
I’m an associate member (2010). My son,
Alex, worked at JPYC last summer assisting
with sailing development. One of the first
things I noticed about JPYC, other than the
great atmosphere, here was the wide range
of burgees from the clubs our members have
visited around the world. Those burgees got
me thinking. I have a trip planned to Cape
Town, South Africa. That in mind I asked if
I could bring a Jackson Park burgee with me
to South Africa with the hope that I will
have the time to visit at least one of the
many yacht clubs in the area for a burgee
exchange.

with open arms. It was great! I was invited
to crew on their version of beer can race.
They had three boats that were still looking
for crew. Unfortunately I was not able to
sail since I had already over booked my time
off.
The warm welcome, the invitation to sail
and the new burgee was worth the trip off
the beaten path in Cape Town.

The reason for the trip? Each year, Alta Via
Consulting - the company I work for, puts
together a “Social Responsibility” trip,
where we as a company travel somewhere in
the world to help a group in need. Last year
I was blessed enough to join them. In Cape
Town we repaired and painted an orphanage
dormitory in Durbanville, South Africa.

Royal Cape Yacht Club - established 1905
Royal Cape Yacht Club
http://www.rcyc.co.za/



After we finished our work there I was able
to visit the Royal Cape Yacht Club. I buzzed
the door and asked if I could do a burgee
exchange. Upon entering I was invited in
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JPYC BRIDGE and BOARD
COMMODORE
Dennis Hansen

DIRECTORS

VICE COMMODORE
Steve Pittman

Debra Farino-Stranc

REAR COMMODORE
Paul Thompson III

Gloria Fallon
Jim Webb

TREASURER
Brenda Murzyn

John Aquino

RECORDING SECRETARY
Ricarda Sanders

Ken Harris
Lisa Schuyler Jewell

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Karen Harris

Mary Avellone, Immediate Past Commodore

JYPC CALENDAR thru August 2011
July 7th Community Sail
July 9th Blues Fest/Cruise/Lutz
July 15th-16th Mac starts
Aug 6th-7th Raske Race
Aug 13th Jazz Fest
Aug 13th-14th Judd Goldman
Aug 20th Bennett Cup/Kid’s Day

SATURDAY and SUNDAY BRUNCH
SATURDAY DINNER
WEDNESDAY PRE RACE MEAL
FRIDAY NIGHT MOVIE and POPCORN
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Out of the Fog

By Jane Leuthold (Optimality)
“Out of the Fog” is the JPYC gossip column dedicated to the gentle
exposure of funny, unusual, surprising, and amusing happenings
involving our members. Gossip Columnist J was informed that the
last gossip column didn’t measure up to its usual low standard.
Hence, this is a plea for gossip, the juicier the better. Drop it off at
slip 29, C Dock, in time for the next Foghorn. All sources are
protected by the practice of using first initials only.

Replica of the Nina in a Fog

Now for the juice. Did you hear that a member of the JPYC Bridge is a bimbo? It’s official. Can you
guess who? He claims that being a bimbo is somehow related to his now being certified to set racing
marks, but don’t believe it. A bimbo is defined in the dictionary as a dumb blond. Now can you guess
who it is?
How many JPYC boats so far this season have been stuck on flamingo beach?
still counting. Enough said? Ask Captain B for a report of his experiences on the beach.

and

Speaking of Captains, one of our club members is a real, certified captain, having passed the exam for
his captain’s license while vacationing on St Thomas in the Virgin Islands. Would you believe that
Captain K spent 19 out of his 19 days on St Thomas studying for his captain’s license? Salute and
congratulate Captain K, and be sure to ask him for a tow.
In response to the question raised at the Reception following the Members’ Meeting on May 10 th: “I
don’t have my boat in the water because …” the following explanations were reported: Immediate Past
Commodore M says her engine is still on the tarmac (after three years in dry dock!), Mayor A says he
just needs one more Tuesday, Captain J says he is waiting for his partner, Past Commodore W says her
rudder is held on by duct tape, and Sea Scout Leader J says he lost his paddle.
Since the Members’ Meeting, Captain J apparently found
his partner, launched his boat, and ran into the dock,
making an S-curve out of his roller furling. If you have
any ideas for straightening out the S-curve, be sure to
tell Captain J. He is anxious to get back to his daily
demonstration on how to exit the harbor under full sail.
This gossip column was named “Out of the Fog” to allude
to all the rumors that float around in a mist. Opening
Day turned out to be particularly misty. Once, when that
mist cleared, it revealed Fleet Chaplain H and his guest D
on their way to the ceremonies. I don’t know any
rumors concerning this handsome and happy couple, do you?
Arriving Opening Day Out of the Fog
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