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Pursuant to the JPYC bylaws, a Notice of Election and ballot 
packages have been mailed to all Resident members.  This year’s 
election is being conducted by secret ballot because four people 
have been nominated for the three Director positions whose term 
expires this year.  Resident members have the option to vote by 
mail or to vote in person at the Annual Members Meeting on 
Tuesday, December 9th. 
 
The positions up for election are:  Commodore, Vice-
Commodore, Rear-Commodore, Recording Secretary, 
Membership Secretary, a Director position for a one-year term 
and three Director positions for two-year terms. 
 
A summary of the Notice of Election adopted by the Election 
Committee and issued by Recording Secretary Vonnie Nelson 
(Alpha Ray) is on page 2. 
 
There are two other Director positions – currently held by Ernie 
Coleman (Ms. Ann) and Boyd “BJ” Jarrell (Tails Dragon) – 
whose terms do not expire until next year.      ����  
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The agenda for the Annual 
Members Meeting includes 
several important items of 
business including: 
�  Election of Officers & 

Directors 
�  Adoption of 2009 budget 
�  Reports from the Bridge 

& Committees 
�  Resolutions & policies. 
As described elsewhere in 
this issue, this year’s election 
is by secret ballot with both 
mail-in and in-person voting. 
 
All members are welcome to 
attend the meeting.��� �� ���  
 

6:30 p.m.  
in- person voting 

begins 

7:00 p.m.  
members meeting  
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A secret ballot election for the Officers and 
Directors of the Jackson Park Yacht Club will be 
held on Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at the 
Annual Members Meeting to be held at the 
Jackson Park Yacht Club. 
 
At its October meeting, the Board of Directors 
accepted and approved for posting the 
nominations for the open seats submitted by the 
Nominations Committee.  The nominations were 
posted in the clubhouse as required by the 
bylaws.  In addition, as provided for in the 
bylaws, at least 10 resident members in good 
standing filed with the Recording Secretary 
another nomination, which is also posted in the 
clubhouse.   
 
Because there are more nominees than positions 
to be filled, the Bylaws call for a secret ballot 
election with a provision for eligible members to 
vote by mail.  The Board of Directors has 
appointed an Election Committee to conduct this 

 election.  The Committee members are Past 
Commodores Stanley Gratt, Harlan Dellsy and 
David Dobbs. 
 
As defined in the Bylaws, “Only resident 
members whose obligations to the Club are fully 
paid and who are in good standing” are eligible 
to vote.  
 
There are two (2) ways you can cast your ballot 
in this election: 

1. BY MAIL  using the enclosed ballot 
materials.  For a Mail-in Ballot to count 
it must be received at the address 
designated on the return envelope on or 
before Monday, December 8th. 

2. IN PERSON at the Annual Members 
Meeting on Tuesday, December 9th 
scheduled to begin at 7:00 pm.  In-
person voting will begin at 6:30 pm and 
all voting will end 15 minutes after the 
meeting is called to order.      ����    
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The candidates that appear on the ballot are:  
Commodore: 
 Mary Avellone (Hot Flash) 

Vice-Commodore: 
 Dennis Hansen (Decembers Child) 

Rear-Commodore: 
 Steve Pittman (Blues Doctor dos) 

Recording Secretary: 
 Vonnie Nelson (Alpha Ray) 

Membership Secretary: 
 Cherie Parker (Dippy K II) 

Treasurer: 
 Brenda Murzyn (Captain & Cook)

Director, 1 year term (to fill the vacancy created 

by Pittman’s nomination as Rear-Commodore): 

 Ken Harris (St Rita) 

Director, 2 year term (3 positions): 
 Debra Farino (Two Acres) 

 Gwen Newman-Culp (Cassiopeia) 

 Igor Pismensky (Unbalanced) 

 Paul Thompson III (Mise en Place) 

 
All four candidates for the 2-year director 
positions submitted a brief statement for 
publication.  Their statements are on the 
following pages.  The pictures were selected by 
the Foghorn editor.        �����
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My name is Deb Farino.  I appreciate being nominated to serve on the Club board. 
 
Al Stranc and I have been at Jackson Park for several years.  On a can for 3 with our first 
boat, Interim, and on D dock with Two Acres for 3 years.  Now that we are officially 
"empty nesters" we were able to join the JPYC in 2008. 
 
We've gotten to know other sailors and wanted to join in the activities the club provides, 

be a part of the friendships that are here and do our part to keep JPYC the great club that it is.  Over the 
summer I hosted several grill nights, and I volunteered in the galley for the Frostbite Regatta. 
 
I have been Supervisor of the lunch program for Churchill School in Homewood for 5 years, and with the 
district for 10 years.  I currently have my food service sanitation certificate, which I have held for 12 of 
my 26 years in food service.  I run my 10 year old cleaning business and have worked for my village for 6 
years. 
 
I have been involved in many organizations, i.e. scouting and baseball.  For most of my 12 years with the 
Red Baron Ski Club, I have served as a board member, club secretary, summer activities director and ski 
trip organizer.  I understand the work and dedication involved to make an organization successful. 
 
If I am elected you, the members, can count on me giving you my best to benefit our club.    �����
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I am Gwendolyn Newman-Culp and I solicit your support for the Two Year Director 
vacancy on the JPYC Board of Directors. 
 
I have a ServSafe Certification establishing successful completion of the standard set 
forth by the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation for the ServSafe 
Food Production Manager Certification.   

 
I was encouraged by JPYC Board member, Boyd "BJ" Jarrell to work with him on the Board, using my 
interior decorator expertise and managerial experience in the food and beverage industry to improve the 
overall appearance of our clubhouse and design policies for safe facilities and appropriate equipment for 
our galley operation. 
 
I have worked as a top performer at Johnson Products Company and St. John Boutique.  I am the owner 
of Capt'n Gwyneth's Harborside Pastry, a pie company specializing in homemade fresh mini pecan pies. 
 
My sailboat is called the Cassiopeia, which is a W-shaped constellation in the Northern Hemisphere.  My 
vision is to encourage an inclusive rather than exclusive civility at our harbor where we acknowledge and 
encourage diversity of thought and ideas.  Courtesy, politeness, manners and helping make Jackson Park 
Harbor a better place is my goal. 
 
It is because of my vision and purpose that our Harbormaster Joe Williams endorses my candidacy.  My 
Jamaican roots and love of cooking and sailing is the unique perspective I will bring to the Board of 
Directors for the benefit of our membership.    ����  
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I’ve always hated answering the question “tell me about yourself”, but loved asking.  
The reply is always so telling. It shows what is important to the individual or what they 
think the other person is interested in. Ah, the emergence of ego.  
 
Anyway, I’ve been a day sailor for 7 years.  Crewed 3 years on Sloop John B and then 
purchased my 25 foot Bristol, Unbalanced.  I like the solitude one experiences at the 
helm, feeling one with the wind and environment.  It puts me in the zone.  After five 
hours of such concentration, it’s nice to return to JPYC to relax with like-minded 

people. 
 
I’ve made friends laugh cuz when I’m at the helm, I don’t multitask – don’t eat, drink and only have 
minimal conversation – which distracts me and I sail off course.  I focus on achieving objectives, which 
can help if elected to the board. ;-) 
 
I joined JPYC in 2005.  It took a while to feel comfortable, but once I did, JPYC became an extension of 
Unbalanced.  So many JPYC people are warm, welcoming and do for each other that I fell into 
reciprocating and helping out. If you’ve been around the club, you’ve seen me help out occasionally.  
 
Life away from the club was teaching computer related classes at Columbia College Chicago for ten 
years.  That ended in May 2007 due to department mergers, class eliminations, and other instructors’ 
seniority. Since then I’ve been searching for a position worthy of my talents. 
 
Sooooooooooooooooooooo vote for me!      ����  
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Sailing has been an integral part of me as long as I can remember.  My 32 years of 
experience started at 12 working the foredeck on my families’ Catalina’s 27 and 30 
during many cursing adventures.  Soon after, I began club racing Flying Juniors and 
then teaching smaller children to sail.  I took these skills to college, where I continued 
racing and spent summers working in South Haven windsurfing, jet skiing and sailing 
Hobie Cats.  My love for Lake Michigan drew me to Chicago, where I taught sailing at 
the CYC-Belmont during my first few years in Chicago.  Prior to joining JPYC, I spent 

five years on a classic 1972 runabout at neighboring MSYC.  This year all this experience paid off as 
Mise en Place won the Jam section of the JPYC sponsored Michigan City to Chicago Tri-State which 
positions us to take on the Mac in 2009.  
 
Those who know me well, also know that during boating season, you'll find me on my boat Mise en 
Place as often as you'll find me on land.  However, you may not know me by my service and contribution 
to the Club.  For two years, I have worked closely with BJ on the house committee, participated in almost 
all club sponsored events, sponsored several new members, attended many board meetings, and this 
season brought dock carts to the club.  I understand what service to an organization means: not just 
identifying a need but crafting and delivering solutions. Thank you for your consideration.     ����  
 


